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Last Saturday marked the 20 year anniversary of 9/11; the four coordinated terrorist

attacks carried out by Al-Qaeda, against the USA. I‘m not going to write you all a

history essay, but instead do two things. Firstly, let’s please commemorate and

remember the 2,977 lives lost that tragic day. These are people who had parents,

husbands, wives, children, siblings, pets and friends - just like us - to whom they

never returned home. The impacts of the massive loss of life is impossible to put

into words. I feel as though adjectives such as catastrophic, awful and horrible do

not fully express the extent of the effects of the 11th of September 2001; so

alternatively, I would like to leave you all to reflect upon the tragedy that took

place yourselves. Furthermore, I would like to think about all those who have faced

hardship in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks. The magnitude of people across the

world who have unjustly suffered at the hands of various people, as a result of 9/11;

varying from the loss of life and being displaced from their homes, to war ravaging

across their land, is devastatingly saddening.  

9/11 ruined lives. It took kids away from their parents, and best friends away from

each other. Forget about the geopolitics behind it, and focus on those who were

killed, and the many more who lost loved ones. That is what is often missed

amongst the messy political debates - and that is what’s most important. 

Editor-in-Chief, Sahar Jafferbhoy 
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The events of September 11th, 2001, were nothing short of a tragedy. To suggest that every adult who lived through that day
has their own story of where they were during the aftermath, or what they were supposed to be doing that day, is not an
exaggeration. In the space of just 102 minutes, thousands of lives were gone, and thousands more were irreparably broken.
It was a terrible and heartbreaking display of violence, that still holds the title of the deadliest Terrorist act in human history.
An attack of such scale, on American soil, was a truly unprecedented event; the impact of which continues to ricochet across
the world.
With nearly 3000 lives lost in the initial devastation alone - 415 of those being first responders such as firefighters and law
enforcement officers; the events of that day, and the people who will never get to say their goodbyes to loved ones will be
never be forgotten. The day began like any other, bustling streets filled with busy people arriving at work; that is until 8:46
am. Onlookers watched on in terror as American Airlines Flight 11 crashed into the North Tower of the World Trade Centre.
City-dwellers in crowds below looked up as cascading debris fell upon lower Manhattan. Chaos and confusion ensued, as it
was unknown yet that this was a planned assault. 17 minutes later Flight 175 would crash into the South tower, as those who
were still inside and did not evacuate in time, desperately tried to flee. Five days later, George. W. Bush would first use the
term, ‘War on Terror’, stating in his initial address (on the 11th) that, “we will make no distinction between the terrorists who
committed these acts and those who harbour them,” a notion that would be echoed for years to come. Yet, the origins of
America’s longest war stretch deep into the past, with a trail that can be traced for the past century.
The origins of Western resentment in the Middle East begin with greed and broken promises. In the 1910s, British companies
were enjoying large profits after the discovery of mass oil reserves in Iran (formerly named, Persia). In addition, similarly
profitable oil supplies were being found across the Middle East by American and British companies alike. This was making
Britain and the US increasingly anxious about the voyage of their goods through the Suez Canal, a vital passageway for trade.
This led to both nations becoming incredibly invested in controlling the countries of the Middle East, for the safety of the oil
that was making them rich. The 1910s would also experience WW1, an event which - amongst other things - would lead to
the formation of many new countries. Before the war, one major power in the region stretched far across the Middle East;
the Ottoman Empire: a nation ruled by the Turks, that encompassed large areas of land, with many Arab people living there.
During the war, the British requested the help of the Arab people, promising that if they helped defeat the Ottoman Empire
(who had allied themselves with Germany), they would have their own country in return. Unfortunately, however, this did not
occur. In 1919, the Allies were deciding what to do with the former Ottoman Empire territory, and instead of delivering on
their promise, the region was carved up into mandates controlled by the French and British respectively, betraying the
promise they had made to the Arab people. Additionally, the Balfour declaration (1917) was also contradictory to what the
British has promised - with the UK officially supporting a Jewish homeland in an Arab-populated Palestine.
The first half of the 20th century was one ravaged by war. The impact of the atrocities committed during the Second World
War being key events in depicting the rising tensions between the Middle East, the US & the UK. The impact the Holocaust
had - as one of the most terrifying displays of genocide in human history - was immense. I cannot begin to imagine how
traumatic an experience of systemic oppression, then state- ordered execution, was and still continues to be for the Jewish
people; but I think it is clear that Hitler and the rest of the Nazis responsible for the genocide of 6 million innocent lives are
truly evil beings. For the Jewish people that remained after the war had ended, many moved to Palestine as they believed it
would be safer to settle there; in addition to many Zionist wanting to create a Jewish state in Palestine. However, this only
upset the Arab people who were already living there, even further.
In 1947, after deteriorating stability in Palestine, with Terrorist attacks between both sides becoming increasingly regular, the
UK officially handed the ongoing disputes to the UN. The next year the State of Israel was founded, the UN wanting a two-
state solution. The Arab people did not accept this and invaded. The US liked that Israel had democratically elected leaders,
hoping to make a friend in the Middle East - and gain some influence over Soviet Russia (who had strong links to countries in
the area, threatening oil supplies) - the USA was the first country to recognise Israel as an official nation. Over 20 years, Arab
and Israeli wars would claim thousands and make many more refugees. The loss and violence that still occur due to the
conflict in Israel & Palestine are beyond terrible.

20 years on...20 years on...
Co-Deputy Editor, Zara Taylor



 

In the latter half of the century, the Middle East would become plagued by more war and destruction. With the Invasion of Afghanistan
(by the Soviets) proving to be critical, as many of the Al-Qaeda Terrorists would be trained by the conflict. When Afghanistan won the
war - against an incredibly powerful nation - it further reaffirmed extremist fighters that they could succeed; increasing their
confidence.
In the summer of 1990, oil would again be a political motivator for the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. Iraq forces, led by Saddam Hussein,
swept the country’s oil wells and ports - affecting the global oil supply significantly. No sooner as they had invaded, the UN stepped in,
to intervene; with a group comprised of predominantly American forces. Kuwait’s freedom would be swiftly restored, with most Arab
states in favour of this, fearing Saddam Hussein. The impact the invasion would have on the Iraq economy however would not be
resumed so easily. After the invasion, the UN imposed strict sanctions in an effort to prevent Hussein from buying more weapons. This,
however, had an adverse effect for thousands of innocent Iraqi lives - notably children who were stuck without medical supplies - whilst
leaving Saddam Hussein untouched. This deeply upset Bin Laden as he viewed how the UN had treated Iraq as unfair, compared to the
treatment Israel received.
In to Afghanistan, the conflict had left a power vacuum in the country, as smaller regions grappled with one another, desperate to rule.
This all changed in 1994. The Taliban, who travelled through the country regaining control and collecting a large percentage of the
country’s area, would later enforce the strictest form of Muslim law the modern world has ever experienced, infamously restrictive for
women in particular. The Taliban would also welcome Al-Qaeda and allow them to use military bases in Afghanistan - the same military
bases 9/11 would be planned from.
All of these events combined over a lifetime, creating one volatile storm. Osama bin Laden had seen what he considered to be
atrocities, committed, again and again by the US. So, with the training and confidence boost he, and other extremists, had received in
Afghanistan, they hatched their plan.
Although most remember the two infamous hijacked planes that crashed into the Twin Towers, there was actually an additional 2
aircrafts hijacked that day. One, crashed into the Pentagon, the headquarters for the US Department of Defence, claiming over 100
lives there. Whilst, another never reached its unknown target due to the brave sacrifice of passengers onboard, instead, it crashed in a
field in Pennsylvania with no survivors.
In the direct aftermath of 9/11, an American-led global initiative began. The US pushing counterterrorism campaigns on a massive
scale. Notable changes would take place in the US and many laws would be passed during this time. Priorities would also be altered.
One, in particular, would feature an enormous increase in US military spending which would fund the major wars in Afghanistan, Iraq as
well as, covert operations in places such as, Yemen. An increased focus on America’s intelligence-gathering capabilities and increased
collaboration with foreign intelligence agencies would also occur. One bill that would be passed in the October of 2001, is the USA
Patriot Act, a controversial piece of legislation that loosened the US authority's ability to investigate personal records from phone and
email to medical and financial, many have seen this as constricting their freedom. Similar criticisms would fall on the UK’s Anti-
Terrorism, Crime and Security Act which was enabled 1 month later. This act allowed the UK to hold those suspected of terrorist
involvement indefinitely, even if they were not British.
On a global scale, the early years of The War on Terror had many successes: the Taliban were defeated in Afghanistan, driving terrorist
training facility away; many of Al-Qaeda’s senior members imprisoned; and more international cooperation in stopping terrorism. Yet, it
was not without a downside. Many critics claim that there were some ulterior motives to the US in the Middle East and that instead of
irradiating Al-Qaeda they had scattered it. In the years since there have been more complicated wars and events since, from the Arab
Spring - when many Middle Eastern countries had pro-democracy revolutions, to the Obama presidency and their increased use of
drone strikes and the Trump presidency and their Muslim-majority country ban. These have all affected the lives of millions globally and
in the Middle East but now, the 20-year War on Terror has come to a close, with political figures like President Biden, profusely claiming
that they achieved what they sought to do in Afghanistan. Yet, the removal of US & British troops, and the subsequent takeover by the
Taliban, has been a disastrous humanitarian crisis, with thousands fleeing and restrictions prohibiting women in participating in Sports
already coming into effect.
Although the scars 9/11 are still deeply embedded in our society. 20 years of disgusting actions and rhetoric (rhetoric not alien to some
of our own policymakers), have stoked the flames of Islamophobia and have altered our political landscape indefinitely.
1200 American Muslims were arrested in the wake of 9/11, most of whom were released later with no charge. The hostility faced by
Muslims across the globe and the rise in hate crimes was incredibly saddening. American citizens that had never even been to another
country were told they ‘didn’t belong,’ and there were over 400 more hate crimes recorded in 2001 compared to just the previous year.
3 people died due to ignorance and hate the week of 9/11, with one perpetrator claiming he shot 2 innocent individuals to ‘avenge’
what had happened on the 11th. That is sickening and it continues today, with one poll done in 2017 stating the 75% of Muslim
Americans agree that, “There is a lot of discrimination against Muslims in America,” almost half having, “experienced one incident of
discrimination in the past year.” Not-so random airport security checking highlights how much Muslim people, specifically those who
wear a hijab, have been shown unwarranted suspicion and, to judge an entire community of people (1.6 billion) by a small number of
extremists in comparison happens considerably more to Muslims than other religious groups with similarly small extreme sectors.
Muslim people have been forced to deal with an entire narrative since 9/11, yet I believe that innocent people should not feel at threat
in their own country, regardless of their religion, race, or sexual orientation.
This hate is sadly not limited to the US, however. Highlighted by the rise of social media, the abuse prominent Muslim figures get online
is immense, with name-calling and even death threats being not uncommon and extremely damaging to mental health. This specific
online hate differs from other online hate as on top of demeaning insults about their physical appearance, for example, Muslims also
face harsh words specifically insulting their religion and the negative and untrue stereotypes they face. Zarah Sultana a British Labour
MP, in a powerful speech, gave examples of the hate she had received; “Sultana, you and your Muslim mob are a real danger to
humanity.” With words like these - said against elected officials - it is clear that the hatred of Islamophobia is here in the UK.
I was born after 9/11, in a world where school trips were interrupted by Terrorist attacks and my non-white family members were the
ones stopped at the Airport and after writing this, I do wonder what future historians will make of the legacy of 9/11.



Interact Update: Race for LifeInteract Update: Race for Life  
Grace Berry 

On Sunday 12th September, a group of 39 school pupils and staff took part in the Cancer 
Research UK Race For Life. Despite the rain, participants rose to the challenge with many 
undertaking the 5K Pretty Muddy. There was a wonderful atmosphere at the beginning of the
race as participants stood chatting about the race and waiting to hear the word ‘Go!’. Pupils
ran with their friends, and had a great time tackling obstacles such as scrambling under
cargo nets, jumping hurdles into mud and clambering over an a-frame. The race ended with
a huge slide into a pit of mud, before crossing the finishing line with friends and taking home
a medal. Everyone pledged to raise at least £50 in aid of cancer research, and in total pupils
managed to raise over £2500; which was an amazing achievement! Altogether, Sunday was a
great day for people to have fun, whilst also allowing them to think about anyone who had
been affected by cancer, and raising money to help them. 



The Taliban Time Travels 
Phoebe Jennings 

Afghan Universities will be segregated by Gender, with a
Female only dress code to be introduced, the Taliban 
has said. Afghanistan is no stranger to the Taliban’s
systematic and destructive acts against women, but one of
the worst has to be the denial of education. This is not the
first time the Taliban has taken over the country, having 
previously gained power in 1996, where the Taliban
prohibited almost all education for girls and women across 
their five year rule. The country, along with the US-led
coalition, faced two critical challenges following the 
collapse of the Taliban rule in 2001: to re-establish an
education system for half the school-age population in a 
desperately poor country; and how to help girls and women
who had been kept from getting an education during 
Taliban rule and to catch up on what they had been deprived.
But this achievement is partial and fragile. Even according to
the most optimistic figures regarding girls’ participation in
education, there are millions of girls who never went to
school, and many more who went to school only briefly.
Sixteen years after the military intervention, an estimated
two-thirds of Afghan girls do not go to school. The impressive
progress the government and its donors have made in
getting girls to attend school was a good beginning, but not a
completed task. Forty-one percent of all schools in
Afghanistan do not have buildings. Many children live too far
from the nearest school to be able to attend, which
particularly affects girls, who are often kept at home due to
harmful gender norms that do not value or permit their
education. Higher Education Minister, Abdul Baqi Haqqani,
indicated women would be allowed to study, but not
alongside men or boys. He also announced a review of the
subjects students would be taught. But Mr Haqqani was 
unapologetic about the change. "We have no problems in
ending the mixed-education system," he said, a scary 
statement for the women and girls of Afghanistan as their
futures are spiralled out of their control. Girls and boys will
also be segregated at primary and secondary schools, which
was already common throughout Afghanistan, however it
may lead to an increase in gender orientated sex abuse.
Placing the country back multiple years and education
schemes as more and more girls are disincentivized to
attempt to go to school.



Women In STEMWomen In STEM  

Personally I have a very strong feeling
about women empowerment and

feminism. I think that it is so important to
break the stigma and show that we all

have a value. That is why I am writing this
for you, in this article I will be talking about
women going into S.T.E.M and why this is

important. For those of you who don’t
know S.T.E.M stands for: Science,

Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics. In these male dominated
areas of work some women struggle to

shine through and not enough are taking
interest. When I chose my subjects in

February last
year I was very worried that I was going to
‘science heavy’ but now that I have started

the courses I am so glad that I didn’t
change them because they are really

interesting and will help me in the future
massively. I am slightly worried for what

the future holds for women because if we
don’t get into these jobs then we will stay

drowned out forever. Now more than ever
we need women to take jobs doing these

things and have
an influence and an input on things like

the next new design project or on a
building site when a digger is broken. I
hope that this has opened everybody’s

eyes and you think about all of women’s
options.

Amy LeburnHSD WomenHSD Women
In STEM:In STEM:

Dr Pepper: Chemistry and Maths Teacher

Mrs Craig: Head of Maths Department 

It is a lot easier being a woman in STEM now than it used to be.
Women are being viewed as being equal to men in what they can
offer STEM. You only need to look at the increasing number of
female Nobel Laureates in science (I have included Physics,
Chemistry and Medicine in my numbers, no maths unfortunately)!
There have been more medals awarded to women since 2000 (12
and counting!) than the preceding 100 years (11)! The gender gap is
still woefully skewed towards men but we are slowly balancing this
out. 
I count myself as lucky that I have never felt as though I have been
discriminated due to my gender. I have succeeded on my own
merits and hard work. I hope that my love of science and maths
(and enthusiasm) goes some way to promote others of the female
persuasion to take up the mantle and continue to show what we are
capable of

When I was in
University, the

Maths course was
heavily

predominantly
male. However,

over the years that
has slowly begun
to change. It’s a

slow process, but
we’re getting there! 



Form One students recently went on a trip to get
to know each other. The trip was over three days,
in local areas, with many exciting activities. On the
first day pupils went on a hill walk and a gorge
walk. The hill walk was a great form of exercise
with fantastic views, with one group seeing a
statue. A Gorge Walk is an activity that involves
walking through a river and pupils were even given
the opportunity to jump off two cliffs. They also
slid down mini waterfalls! Many students loved the
gorge walk and most would agree that the hill walk
and gorge walk were both hair- raising fun.
On the second day, students did many activities,
such as, rock climbing, archery, mountain biking
and orienteering. In case you don’t know -
orienteering is where you use a map to find out
where places are - an important life skill. Many
students didn’t know what orienteering was, but
they were certainly glad to learn something new.
When students did rock climbing, they had a great
time - with some students bravely climbing to the
top blindfolded!
The final day was very enjoyable and filled with
adventure. The two activities we participated in
were coasteering and our own Mini Highland
Games. Some events students participated in,
included, archery (the winning group having a
grand total of 111 points), they also tossed the
caber, participated in a ‘haggis on a spoon’ race,
threw a boot and moved a tyre up a hill (which
involved communicating with each other as we
were on two skis). During coasteering, participants
walked and swam through the River Tay. The
students that did coasteering, got to jump off cliffs
and explore caves. These bonding activities
certainly helped friendships form that will
hopefully last throughout our school lives and
beyond.

Maisey Lafollette

F1 ORIENTATION WEEK!F1 ORIENTATION WEEK!



Jokes about German

sausage are the wurst. 

Mrs Watson’s
Weekly Jokes 

HSD This WeekHSD This WeekHSD This Week
In Pictures:In Pictures:In Pictures:

I stayed up all night to

see where the sun went –

then it dawned on me.

Bakers trade bread

recipes on a knead-to-

know basis 

Santa’s helpers are

subordinate clauses



World of Warcraft is an MMORPG that was launched in November of 2004. For
those of you who don’t know what that means, congratulations, you’ve officially got a
better life than I do! Yet still, I shall expand.
That jumble of letters stands for ‘massively multiplayer online role-playing game,’
and all that boils down into two things: it’s a game and you can play with other
people. World of Warcraft (or WoW as I’ll be referring to it from now on) was the
most successful game, ever. And when I say ever, I mean ever.
It was the best-selling PC game of 2005 and 2006 and at its peak (during the Wrath
of the Lich King Expansion) had over twelve million active subscribers. It is also
thought to have grossed $9.23 billion in total and once held 62% of the MMORPG
subscriber market. If we compare these statistics to the paltry two million
subscribers that are being preached by WoW streamers, you can see that there has
been a cataclysmic (buh-dum-chh) decline in players. But why? The game has not
been abandoned by Blizzard Entertainment, which still has many teams of
developers working tirelessly to produce new content for the once insatiable player
base - with an expansion coming out every two years and patches launching every
few months. It all aggregates to this, the game is simply not as good as it used to be.
WoW launched into a very different world in 2004 and it carved out its unique niche
within the gaming market. As time went on, however, many companies began to
follow Blizzard’s lead and launched their own games. BioWare launched Star Wars:
The Old Republic; Square Enix released Final Fantasy Fourteen; Amazon has created
New World - and these are only a select few examples I can remember without any
data to back up my train of thought. In the western world, it can‘t be honestly said
that we want for options and thus when things (particularly commodities such as
video games) are not quite up to scratch we find another source of entertainment.
Blizzard (well Activision-Blizzard if I’m being precise) have continually made mistakes
in recent expansions by ignoring the wizened player base. These mistakes are more
palatable in a games infancy, as things are meant to not work as intended and
players expect some kinks that will be ironed out in hotfixes over the coming weeks
and months. WoW is nearly seventeen years old and once dominated the gaming
market, it has the experience to match its eye-watering profits but still ignores the
people who made it the success it is today. Furthermore, as hopefully some of you
will be aware, Activision-Blizzard (they really need an acronym) has had rather
serious allegations raised against it. The company is being sued by the California
Department of Fair Employment and Housing following a two-year investigation into
claims the company discriminated against female employees. This lawsuit
graphically details sexual assault and numerous other dubious activities carried out
by employees and mentions the frankly horrific behaviour of some male employees
and describes the ‘pervasive frat boy workplace culture’ that seems to have
subsumed into daily life. This got me thinking - disastrous, I know. Activision Blizzard
is most definitely not alone in this toxic work environment. Whilst some smaller
companies may have fewer issues, multinational corporations are practically
synonymous with them. Workplaces such as these are cutthroat and reporting
problems such as these tend to end in demotion or possible dismissal...for the
reporter. Thus, many of the issues go un-flagged. In my mind at least, it’s nigh
impossible to become successful without overlooking the flaws of the system or
exploiting them for personal gain. 

Zoe Faloon

World of Warcraft; from hardcoreWorld of Warcraft; from hardcoreWorld of Warcraft; from hardcore
gamers to a cutthroat industrygamers to a cutthroat industrygamers to a cutthroat industry      



Everyone knows that politicians are corrupt, top businesspeople are just the same.
In the entire human population, approximately 1% of all individuals are defined (by people far more
knowledgeable than myself) as psychopaths. When we focus on a corporate setting, it is estimated that
between 4% and 12% of people exhibit these psychopathic traits. For context, in prisons, 15% of
inmates are psychopaths.
But what does that mean? When I hear the term ‘psychopath’, I think of Hannibal Lector or Dwight
Schrute wearing a CPR dummy’s face. The formal definition is ‘someone suffering from a behavioural
disorder resulting in an inability to form personal relationships and indifference to, or ignorance of, his
or her obligations to society, often manifested by antisocial behaviour such as acts of violence, sexual
perversion, etc.’
So, when we look at that, these allegations begin to make a little more sense. The corporate world is
built for people who thrive in chaos and lack empathy - making them ruthless enough to do whatever it
takes to survive. Therefore, it is clear why these accusations are all the more prevalent in these
environments.
So, what can we do?
Most people agree that corporations need major restructuring but this problem is far more than skin
deep. The cutthroat nature of successful human groups has been around since the very beginning of
humankind. Be it, warriors, on the battlefield or a king raising taxes, people relish in the ability to
subjugate and control others. There is no other way around it.
Humans need to be led but those who step up to lead tend not to be the best person for the
responsibility.
In conclusion, as society thinks about major restructuring, we need to widen that view and look in more
detail at all aspects of life. The cancer of corruption has been accepted in many places where it should
be expunged but how is that even possible? People are famously dreadful at dealing with change and
those who have been successful in these environments have enough assets to pause most proceedings
such as these.
Perhaps, we have no hope.
But I don’t think so. Even if these environments perpetuate, people are more aware of them now than
ever and know how best to handle themselves and others in these situations.
So, what is the take-home message from this article I don’t hear you ask?
Well, I suppose it’s just something to think about. Question whether or not you have experienced
something such as this. How did you handle it? Would you change anything about your response? Or
perhaps, have you ever been the perpetrator in something such as this?
These questions are a select few issues that must be discussed in order to move forward and improve.
They are not meant to cause upset or shame but are simply there to start a larger conversation.
And, as always when discussing such sensitive issues, you can talk to a trusted member of staff, your
parents, friends or even me if you don’t quite know what to do.



Creativity CornerCreativity Corner  
A place to display HSD‘s artistic talent - thanks to Hannah
Marnie & Rebecca Bonnyman 



This week’s trivia article is all about the world’s longest place names. Many of us who’ve taken the train to and
from a place might have heard a place name that’s so unwieldy and inconvenient to say that we might consider it
the longest place name out there. Those readers who’ve been in London and seen such wonderfully long place
names as the “London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham” might consider that the longest place name out
there. But they’d be wrong. The world’s longest place name is that of the New Zealand city of
“Taumatawhakatangihangakoauau- otamateaturipukakapikimaungahoronukupokaiwhenuakitanatahu”, which the
Guinness Book Of Records attests as both the longest name in both the world, at 85 letters long, and in Oceania.
The longest place name in Europe is a little bit more well known, being the small Welsh town of
“Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch” a 58-letter town which the author of this article has
been to and can highly recommend getting photos of all the street signs from, because they do look a little
absurd. In contrast, there are 38 places around the world whose names only contain one character, including a
river in the Scottish highlands simply known as the River E. However, there are plenty of long and interesting
place names that you can visit, for more than just their names. Newtownmountkennedy in Ireland has a golf
course, a tradition of Gaelic football, and a hotel, as well as a long name, and Aa on the Shetland Islands comes
with all the beauty of the islands themselves, and the hamlet of Bu in the Orkney Islands can give you that too.
Both Blakehopeburnhaugh and Cottonshopeburnfoot are the longest places in England, both situated in the
lovely landscape of Northumberland, and Sutton-under-Whitestonecliff is in Yorkshire and boasts eleven Grade 2
Historical buildings. All in all, Great Britain may not have the record for the longest place name, but it might hold
the record for the most long named places.

In the 1960’s, China started to build a huge network of
secret tunnels under the country. These tunnels are
just over 300 feet below the ground and large enough
to have a rail network in them. They were also built to
withstand a nuclear blast. This is because China
thought that the Cold War would turn into nuclear war
and wanted to be able to keep their country running if
it did happen. In the 1980’s, they made the tunnels
bigger and stronger and renamed it ‘The Underground
Great Wall’. With the expansion, they also started to
store their nuclear bombs inside these tunnels. By
doing this, they archived what’s called second-strike
capability, which means that if China had a nuclear
bomb dropped on it, they would always have a safe
supply of easily transportable nuclear weapons to fight
back with. The tunnels were discovered in 2008, when
there was a massive earthquake in province of Sichuan
measuring nearly eight on the Richter scale. Rescue
troops then made their way quickly to the scene and
the US government began to get suspicious. They then
spent the next 3 years building up evidence of the
tunnels existence. 

Izzy Clark

Co-Deputy Editor, Isla Watson 

Connecting China; the underground railConnecting China; the underground rail

tunnelstunnels    
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Teen movies are enjoyed by mostly teenagers and young adults but it’s safe to say everybody can enjoy them.
Some of my favourites include; the Breakfast Club, Easy A, The Perks of Being A Wallflower and The Edge of
Being Seventeen. I think a lot of people can agree these movies are amazing and I have no doubt that if you
asked someone what their favourite teen movie is, you would probably hear about one of these films.
One film that you probably won’t hear as often, is the 2019 release, Booksmart. I genuinely don’t know why
because it’s a really well made movie. For those that don’t know, the movie is about two over achieving girls that
have worked so hard at school - they haven’t relaxed one bit - just to get good grades and go to the highest
rated universities. Yet, when it turns out that all the popular and cool kids have also gotten good grades, and
are also going to be attending the same Ivy League schools, our main characters discover they could’ve actually
had fun and been popular in high school whilst, still receiving the grades they wanted. They realise all the
sacrifices they have made were not worth it, and so before graduation they try to have to have as much fun as
possible. It denies the stereotype that all popular people are dumb and stupid, one seen far too often in Teen
rom-coms. In addition, a lot of stereotypes throughout the movie are defied, with its realistic and relatable
characters. For example, the mean bully isn’t actually a jock who gives wedgies to nerds, the bully is actually a
normal student who says insensitive statements which they rationalise to be for the good of the person
receiving them. The nerds aren’t quiet, shy and insecure, they actually seem really cocky and brag about their
grades. The “nerds” in this movie are very realistic because they aren’t alone with glasses and their books,
having lunch in a toilet stall, instead, they are seen hanging out with their friends and wearing fashionable
styles. This movie is extremely well written and it also has LGBTQIA+ inclusivity.
Booksmart is such a classic and incredible film, yet no one mentions it. Instead when people get asked about
what their favourite film is they say ‘Ladybird’ or even ‘the Kissing Booth’. When I first watched Ladybird I found
the ending extremely boring, although, I did later proceed to watch it again another five times. I can’t seem to
pinpoint the reason why I found this movie addicting because it’s not entertaining at all. The movie also made
me feel weirdly bad about myself and at many points, I got a lot of second hand embarrassment from the main
character, Ladybird. Ladybird seems like a joke compared to movies like Booksmart and Clueless. Even though
both films, Ladybird and Booksmart, are on completely different levels, I think they are targeted to the same
audience; people who aren’t or weren’t cool but weren't completely lonely during high school. That being said, I
still think Booksmart would by enjoyed by everybody, even those outside it’s targeted audience and I would
highly recommend it.
Another film that I enjoyed a lot, that I mentioned previously was, ‘The Perks of Being a Wallflower’. I enjoyed it
so much that I read the book as well. One of the main reason people adore this film is that it explores many
topics that people watching may be struggling with, making it more relatable to a wider audience. It explores
many incredibly serious issues like homophobia, substance abuse, sexual abuse and suicide. The characters in
this movie are also all so well written, I can’t pick a favourite, but, one of my favourite lines in this movie is, “we
accept the love we think we deserve.” This powerful quote sends the message that if we don’t value ourselves,
the people we end up with probably won’t value us either, a message I hope every person knows.
All the movies I’ve mentioned I recommend watching at least once and I hope you enjoy them if you decide to!

An underrated Coming of Age film
to watch this weekend!

Lavinia Ismail 



Where were you? 
Meagan Beckham, Megan Dailly, Simone Finlayson 

I remember watching the TV for hours as the horror unfolded. When I drove home there
was no one on the roads, it was as if the whole world was in mourning. My 4 year old at
the time kept asking me why everyone was sad. It was a very difficult question to answer.

As a Historian,  I believe that the world changed that day.
We need to remember that the perpetrators don’t represent anyone but themselves and
fight not to generalise or demonise. Instead the legacy of 9/11 must be our shared as

humanity and interdependence.
The value of life and love at the centre of everything.” - Mrs Hudson, Rector

“I'm from Northern Ireland, I guess I was born about 4 years before the troubles began
in Ireland. I had grown up around terrorism all around, so in some ways that was quite
helpful. And so living with terrorism around you, in some ways you know how to balance

risk. As risk was kind of a daily thing, you realise you just can’t stop living, people don’t
stop living because of terrorism. Certainly I think terrorism you don’t want to give space

to affect your lives too much.” - Mr Stewart, English Department

“I think it was important, probably because it was all live, it was on TV, which was you
know shocking; particularly to younger generations. Perhaps we have more to learn,

terrorism has evolved and a lot of its based on cyber attacks, the concept of it is
changing. But I guess our systems are getting better at detecting it and stopping it.” - Mr

Fyall, Head of History and Modern Studies Departments

But your generation are the ones that are going to make a difference. My generation,
we’ve mucked up the world. You’re going to save it. No pressure.” - Mrs Tevendale, Head

of English Department

Terrorism is a problem that people shouldn’t have to just live with. It is a problem that shouldn’t almost
be normalised by growing up around it. If you live around terrorism you can’t let it stop you from living,
but why do people have to learn to live with it? It has been twenty years since 9/11, and we still haven’t
made a big enough difference against terrorism; and instead of making a difference in some places, we
have made it worse.

This is unacceptable.

People shouldn’t have to live in fear because of the actions other people have made. We need to
remember 9/11 and all the other awful terrorist attacks across the word. We need to learn from them
and make a difference. Because if we sit here in silence, where will it end?



EMMA RADUCANU; THE NEXTEMMA RADUCANU; THE NEXT

BRITISH SUPERSTAR?BRITISH SUPERSTAR?     
Sahar Jafferbhoy, Editor-in-Chief

Before Monday 28th June, 2021 (the beginning of

Wimbledon, for those of you who don’t avidly follow

tennis like my family do) how many of you knew the

name Emma Raducanu? My guess would be none of

you. From Crossmotor competitor at age 8, to US

Open Women’s Champion at 18; Raducanu really is

an inspiration to us all :)

Emma Raducanu didn’t drop a single set the whole

tournament, and went on to be the first British

woman to win the US Open since 1968; not even a

month after receiving her A-Level results - an A* in

Maths and an A in Economics... Her constant

resilience (can’t not mention a HSD Core Value!),

talent, and hard work is absolutely phenomenal. Her

unbelievable Grand Slam title rose her to British

number 1 and inside the top 25-rankings for the first

time in her tennis career. This success has been

earned off the back of multiple superlative

performances over the past years.

Her 6-4, 6-3 win against 19 year old Leylah Fernandez

was a tremendous feat, emphasising just how

incredible she really is. Hopefully it will inspire more

of us to join in after school tennis when the Summer

Term rolls around again next year.

Emma has been praised and congratulated by

celebrities everywhere, from Queen Elizabeth to

Boris Johnson - and rightly so! She has become a

figure for us all to look up to in awe, and to help us

realise that nothing is impossible.

If you want to achieve something, go for it! Emma

Raducanus incredible victory should be a story for us

to admire, and follow in the footsteps of!



From reflecting on the

9/11 tragedy, to Covid

cases spiking; it’s been

a rollercoaster of a

week in terms of our

emotions. The world is 

 can be a bit chaotic at

times, and certain

circumstances really

make you think about

your own life, and all

that you have. I hope

this weeks publication

has helped you

contemplate certain

world issues, made you

laugh at Mrs Watson’s

horrendous jokes, and

admire the creative

talent that so many of

our pupils are gifted

with! 

EDITOR’S

NOTE

have a great
weekend! 

T H E  C O L U M M S  T E A M

Sahar Jafferbhoy 

join the team!join the team!join the team!   

We are always looking for new members for
The Columns Team - writers, artists and

anything else you feel you could contribute!
Please feel free to come along to our Thursday

meetings at lunch in RF12, or contact Sahar
Jafferbhoy.  


